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INSIDE THE TABERNACLE
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TEX'I.': EXODUS: 25:10-22, 37:1-9

LESSON SEVEN - THE ARK OF THE COVENANT

INTRODUCTION: As we begin the final lessons on our study of the Tabernacle, we come to the most
important piece of furniture in the Tabernacle - the Ark of the Covenant. The Ark of the Covenant is the most
significant item found in God's dwelling place, because it is the most complete type and figure of Christ found in
the Old Testament. The Tabernacle was built around the Ark of the Covenant; the Tabernacle without the Ark is
like a body without a soul, or a Church without Jesus.

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE ARK

1.

The Ark of the Covenant was a rectangular chest made of the
(incorruptible, indestructible) shittim wood also called acacia wood and
it was overlaid with pure gold inside and out.

The Ark of the Covenant was 3 feet, 9 inches long and 2 feet, 3 inches
wide and high.

The Ark of the Covenant had a gold crown around the top of it.
On top of the Ark of the Covenant was a lid called the Mercy Seat. It
was made out of solid gold and had on its top - two cherubim (angels)

facing one another.

The Ark of the Covenant also had four gold rings with two gold poles
that were inserted in them and left permanently in position.

The Ark of the Covenant rested on the dirt floor of the Holy of Holies.

The Ark of the Covenant also known as the Ark of the Testimony was
the only piece of furniture that was located in the Holiest of Holies.

THE CONTENTS IN THE ARK

1.

Inside the Ark of the Covenant, God commanded Moses to put in three
items:

A Golden pot that contained an omer (24 liters)
of manna (bread). (Hebrews 9:4)

Aaron’s staff that sprouted buds and blossoms
and ripe almonds in a single night. (Numbers 17)

Two unbroken stone tablets on which the Ten
Commandments were written. (Deuteronomy 10:1-5)

When the ark was
carried, it was always
wrapped in a veil of
badgers' skins, and
blue cloth, and
carefully concealed
even from the eyes of
the Levites who carried
it.

What may seem
strange is that, hidden
in the special golden
box representing God’s
presence were not
golden treasures and
precious jewels, but
three unlikely items: a
jar of old bread, a stick
and two rocks.
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2. The three items inside the Ark of the Covenant represent God’s provision
for God's people.

| -

The Golden pot of Manna represents the Sustaining Life that
was provided by God.

The budding rod represents the Spiritual Leadership that
was provided by God.

The two stone tablets of the Law represent the Sacred Law
that was provided by God.

3. The three items inside the Ark of the Covenant were all reminders of
how Israel (God’s children) sinned against the provision of God.

The Golden pot of Manna reminded God's children that, they
grumbled and complained to one another about the food that
God provided.

The budding rod showed the time when God’s children
rebelled against God's chosen leadership; they plotted against
and grumbled about the leaders.

The two stone tablets of the Law was a reminder of the time
God’s children worshipped the Golden calf, causing Moses
become angry and breaking the original tablets.

The word ark means a

WE CAN SEE A PICTURE OF CHRIST IN THE ARK chest or coffin used for
shelter or refuge.

1. There are three arks in the Bible: (1) Noah's Ark (2) The Ark Bulrushes
(3) The Ark of the Covenant. All three arks were constructed to save the
children of God.

2. The three items inside the Ark of the Covenant (that God’s children
sinned against) are a picture of Jesus Christ taking our sins upon
himself.

The Ark of the
Covenant was "the
beauty of Israel"
Z_ (Lamentations. 2:1).
During the journeys of
the Israelites the Ark of
the Covenant was
carried by the priests in
the front of the crowds.

3. The three items inside the Ark of the Covenant represent Jesus Christ.
The Pot of Manna — Jesus is our spiritual food and energy!

The Budding rod — Jesus was dead and then was made alive!

The (unbroken) Stone Tablets - Jesus never broke the Law!
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